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Check out: The True Meaning of Christmas
“The Supernatural Savior” Go and Tell

Luke 2:1-20

Matthew focuses on Joseph and the Wise Men – kings bowing to the King

Luke focuses on Mary and the Shepherds – the lowest and unimportant as Primary importance  
John focuses on the divinity of Jesus (Son of God), Luke on His humanity, (Son of Man).
How should we Celebrate Christmas?

Receive the Gift, Give the Gift 

Supernatural, yet natural weaving together of commonplace/miraculous divine: “marvel at the Power of God” and never scorn common duties of daily life “Emmanuel - God with us”.

1) The Decree:  vs. 1-3

Contrast: 
a.  Natural  - Government leaders
b. Supernatural – God’s Sovereignty
Micah 5:2 “But you, Bethlehem, in the Land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for out of you will come a ruler who will be the Shepherd of My People Israel.”
2) The Birth: vs. 4-7

1. The Crowded Inn
If Christ is kept on the outside, there is something wrong on the inside.
2) The Lonely Mother          “scores 424 on Holmes Stress Scale”
Contrast:  a. Natural – Jesus was born of a woman in an ordinary way. 
Galations  4:4 “But when the fullness of time came, God sent forth His son, born of a woman, born under the Law.”
b. Supernatural – that Mary was pregnant by the Holy Spirit
3) The Shepherds, the Angels and the Christ vs. 8-16
1) The Shepherds 
2) The Angels 
3) Angel’s message bring Good News (Gospel) “euangelizomai” “to You” the Christ


A Savior (soter): If we were not sinners we would not need a Savior.


Christ: Messiah, anointed one.


The Lord (kurios): John 1:1-18 Jesus is Divine, Jesus in God in the Flesh


Sign for You: 
 “A newborn in a manger”

Christmas has its cradle, Easter has its cross. 

A wise man today will bow not only at the manager, but also at the cross. 
4) The Angelic Host = Army, God’s Warriors Rev. 12:1-12 war in the Heavenlies
5) The Angelic Praise – Army that Praises -> God’s absolute Power

Peace is that which the Messiah brings – Isaiah 9:6, Romans 5:1, Humanity’s greatest need

Peace in life and in death “There is no peace says my God for the wicked” Isaiah 57:21

6) The Angelic Exit – vs. 15 - Gradual & Spectacular (Ascension) to heaven 

7) The Shepherds Response – LET’S GO AND SEE

Contrast:
a. Natural:  Shepherds out there doing their jobs – response: 
a. Supernatural:  ANGELIC VISITATION 
Celebrate Christmas as they did at the First Christmas:
4) The Reactions vs. 17-20

vs. 17
1) Shepherds: Spread the Word => Witnesses to Jesus Tell the Good News

vs. 18
2) Audience: Amazement
vs. 19
3) Mary: Quiet Meditation – Amazed and Marveled – take time like Mary

vs. 20
4) Shepherds: Return Praising and Glorifying God hard to go back to daily


Spoke to others and to God

Matt. 2:11 5) Wise men: They fell down and worshipped Him and gave Him gifts.

 Christ was born in history, is He Born in your Heart?

*Original outline by Andrew Davis, PhD. FBC Durham
Psychologist Thomas Holmes developed a Stress Scale, based on an assigned numerical value of stress-producing experiences, usually changes…loss of job, moving to a new city, a new relationship. Christmas, Dr. Holmes decided, not a particularly difficult Christmas, simply living through December 25 in this culture, earns a hefty 14 stress points.

A writer by the name of Bridget Kuhns took Dr. Holme’s scale and applied to the Virgin Mary and wrote a very amusing essay which a friend sent to me. Dr. Holmes calculated that any pregnancy earns 40 points: an unwanted pregnancy, add 20 more. A change in living conditions – 25. (Mary stayed three months with Elizabeth). A marriage to Joseph: 50 points. A change in financial status: 38 points. 

Surely there must have been words between them when she discovered that he had not made reservations at the inn: 35 points for an argument with a spouse. 


And then the birth – 39 points: 16 for change in sleeping habits; 15 for a chance in eating habits. Not to mention all those uninvited guests: shepherds and angels coming and going and three kings from the East. 


Dr. Holmes says that people get sick at 200 points. Ms. Kuhns calculates that Mary’s ordeal earned her “stressed out” status at 424, a record. 

· John M. Buchanan, “Simeon’s Sigh,”

Chicago, 26 December 1993

Martin H. Dupree
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Check out: The True Meaning of Christmas
“The Supernatural Savior” Go and Tell
Luke 2:1-20

Matthew focuses on Joseph and the Wise Men – kings bowing to the King

Luke focuses on Mary and the Shepherds – the lowest and unimportant as Primary importance Narrative – Four Sections

1) The Decree vs. 1-3

2)  The Birth vs. 4-7

3) The Shepherds, the Angels and the Christ vs. 8-16

4) The Reactions vs. 17-20

How should we Celebrate Christmas? If you are not a Christian, the best way is to receive the Gift of Eternal Life and become born again by trusting in Jesus, asking Him into your heart, repenting from your sins, determining to follow Him as His Disciple. 

God gave at Christmas. He is the Gift!

What Gift are you going to give to Jesus this Christmas? First give Him your heart. 

John focuses on the divinity of Jesus (Son of God), Luke on His humanity, (Son of Man).

Jesus is OUR EXAMPLE – natural human life – path to follow thru struggles, our Hope.

Jesus could have come as a grown man, but He came as a humble baby in Bethlehem.

Supernatural, yet natural weaving together of commonplace/miraculous divine; that we might “marvel at the Power of God” and never scorn common duties of daily life “Emmanuel
 - God with us”.

1) The Decree:  vs. 1-3

Caesar Augustus…census for raising taxes (play on Tribal grouping, National zeal)

Joseph and Mary travelled  ~ 75 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem. It was an arduous 2 week journey

Odd: Reason- gossip and slander – “Joseph being a righteous man” Matt. 1:19

Contrast:

b. Natural – Gov’t leader should raise taxes – neighbors gossip re: scandalous; Joseph should join his countrymen in travelling to his native city

c. Supernatural – that God’s sovereignly ordained Augustus’ decree, the neighbors gossip and Josephs obedience to fulfill a prophecy given 700 years before in Micah 5:2
“But you, Bethlehem, in the Land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for out of you will come a ruler who will be the Shepherd of My People Israel.”

· Without realizing it the mighty Augustus became the errand boy of Micah’s prophecy, a pawn in the hand of God, a piece of lint on pages of prophecy. 

2) The Birth: vs. 4-7


1. The Crowded Inn


Celebrate Christmas? Sure – like the Inn Keeper missed the time of Christ – NO VACANCY.

Almost 2,000 years after “No room in the inn”, millions still have no room for Jesus. 

Have you told Jesus “No room in the inn of your heart; life?”

Today is the day of Salvation – Do not miss God’s invitation to You!

What better time to Rededicate Yourself to Him? Or receive Him as your Savior?

If Christ is kept on the outside, there is something wrong on the inside.

2) The Lonely Mother

She gave, wrapped, laid – no nurses, doctors, or midwives.

Joseph isn’t mentioned – such incredible loneliness, yet dignity  424 Stress Scale

Contrast:

a. Natural – Jesus was born of a woman in an ordinary way. Gal. 4:4

“But when the fullness of time came, God sent forth His son, born of a woman, born under the Law.”

Pain, blood, struggle, needing to be scrubbed off and comforted from the ordeal

***The baby – so helpless – note Passives (was born, was wrapped, was laid) so poor

Relate to our own baby’s birth

b. Supernatural – that Mary was pregnant at all, (Holy Spirit) – that the helpless baby, unable to cover Himself, was at the same time the Omnipotent Creator of

1) The manger He laid in

2) His mother who bore Him

3) The innkeeper who turned Him out

4) The universe
3) The Shepherds, the Angels and the Christ vs. 8-16

1) The Shepherds – were a despised class, 1st century Palestine, has unclean jobs, did not observed the ceremonial law, had no temple, were unreliable, could not give testimony in law courts. 

- They were raising flocks for temple sacrifices, guarding them from intruders – but the angels came. 


How ironic – in view of the Glorious Heavenly Intruder came announcing the Lamb of God. 

2) The Angels – “Messenger” sudden appearance Glorious Light, incredible terror typical Angel greeting: “Fear Not!” – they learned that in Angel School!!

3) Angel’s message bring Good News (Gospel) “euangelizomai” “to You” the Christ


A Savior (soter): If we were not sinners we would not need a Savior.


Christ: Messiah, anointed one.


The Lord (kurios): John 1:1-18 Jesus is Divine, Jesus in God in the Flesh


Sign for You: needed, clear “A newborn in a manger”

Celebrate the Baby – ODB
Christmas has its cradle, Easter has its cross. 

A wise man today will bow not only at the manager, but also at the cross. 

4) The Angelic Host = Army, God’s Warriors Rev. 12:1-12 war in the Heavenlies
Herod’s wrath in Matt. 2:13-23, Jesus’ circumcision, Protection Needed

5) The Angelic Praise – Army that Praises, God’s absolute Power, what confidence

Doxology “Glory in the highest to God and on earth peace to men of favor (of good pleasure)” what confidence

Peace is that which the Messiah brings – Isaiah 9:6, Romans 5:1, Humanity’s greatest need

Peace in life and in death “There is no peace says my God for the wicked” Isaiah 57:21


6) The Angelic Exit – vs. 15 - Gradual & Spectacular (Ascension) to heaven divine remind


7) The Shepherds Response – LET’S GO AND SEE

Contrast:

a) Natural: Shepherds out there doing their jobs – response: Terror/Joyful Curiosity

b) Supernatural: ANGELIC VISITATION (Have you had one lately??) Inn breaking

Celebrate Christmas as they did at the First Christmas:

4) The Reactions vs. 17-20

vs. 17
1) Shepherds: Spread the Word => Witnesses to Jesus Tell the Good News

vs. 18
2) Audience: Amazement
vs. 19
3) Mary: Quiet Meditation – Amazed and Marveled – take time like Mary

vs. 20
4) Shepherds: Return Praising and Glorifying God hard to go back to daily


Spoke to others and to God

Matt. 2:11 5) Wise men: They fell down and worshipped Him and gave Him gifts.

To have a Heart for God – Give God your heart! Christ was born in history, Born Heart? 

Our life is our gift from God and what we do with our life is our Gift to God. 
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Check out: The True Meaning of Christmas
Psychologist Thomas Holmes developed a Stress Scale, based on an assigned numerical value of stress-producing experiences, usually changes…loss of job, moving to a new city, a new relationship. Christmas, Dr. Holmes decided, not a particularly difficult Christmas, simply living through December 25 in this culture, earns a hefty 14 stress points.

A writer by the name of Bridget Kuhns took Dr. Holme’s scale and applied to the Virgin Mary and wrote a very amusing essay which a friend sent to me. Dr. Holmes calculated that any pregnancy earns 40 points: an unwanted pregnancy, add 20 more. A change in living conditions – 25. (Mary stayed three months with Elizabeth). A marriage to Joseph: 50 points. A change in financial status: 38 points. 

Surely there must have been words between them when she discovered that he had not made reservations at the inn: 35 points for an argument with a spouse. 


And then the birth – 39 points: 16 for change in sleeping habits; 15 for a chance in eating habits. Not to mention all those uninvited guests: shepherds and angels coming and going and three kings from the East. 


Dr. Holmes says that people get sick at 200 points. Ms. Kuhns calculates that Mary’s ordeal earned her “stressed out” status at 424, a record. 

· John M. Buchanan, “Simeon’s Sigh,”

Chicago, 26 December 1993

